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False killer whales sighted off 
Mandapam 
Four false killer whales were 
seen swimming in the Mandapam 
Bay, on the Palk Bay side at a 
depth of 6 to 7 m about 2.5 to 
3 km away from the shore. A 
team of scientists from the Re-
gional Centre of the Institute at 
Mandapam joined a team of the 
coast guard station and follow-
ed the whales for making obser-
vations. 
The whales were sighted on 
4 April 1988. They gradually mo-
ved to deeper waters on the fol-
lowing day. According to eye es-
timation, the whales ranged in 
length from 2.5 to 5 m. The 
frequency of surfacing, blowing 
behaviour, colour of the body, 
shape of fins and tail were 
observed and it was reported 
that the whales might belong to 
the species Pseudorca crassi-
dens Owen. This species is sigh-
ted in this region, for the first 
time. In the past years strand-
ing of this species of whale was 
reported from Calicut, Trivan-
drum, Cape Comorin, Trichen-
dur and Madras. 
Whale landed 
A female whale Balaenoptera 
borealis measuring 9.76 m in 
total length, 1.83 m in width 
and weighing 4.5 tonnes was 
landed at Sikka landing centre. 
The whale was found dead in a 
creak at Kalubhas island bet-
ween Salaya and Sikka ports of 
Gulf of Kutch on 14 August. 
Rain damages fish caught 
For about a week during the 
middle of September there were 
good landings of white baits 
Stolephorus spp. in Kanyaku-
mari District of Tamil Nadu. 
The catches mainly dominated 
by S. devisi and S. baluciensis 
were spread all along the area 
for sun drying. But intermittant 
rain which continued for a week 
was reported to have damaged 
about 250 tonnes of this fish 
worth about Rs. 50 lakhs. The 
situation alerted the Health De-
partment to take steps to avoid 
the otubreak of diseases. 
Eggs of squid hatched under 
laboratory conditions 
Eggs of the squid Sepiote 
uttis Lessoniana were hatched 
out for the first time and young 
ones were successfully reared in 
the hatchery of the Tuticorin Re-
search Centre of CMFRI. 
Three hundred juveniles are 
being reared in the nursery 
at present for further studies. 
Sepia pharaaris (cuttle fish) 
egg masses also hatched out suc-
cessfully. Young ones are in 
healthy condition. 
Venerid clam spawned in the 
laboratory 
A breakthrough was achieved 
in the spawning of the venerid 
clam Paphia malabarica in the 
Shellfish Hatchery Laboratory at 
Tuticorin Research Centre. The 
brood stock was brought from 
Quilon in Kerala. This species 
and the related from Katelysia 
opima are the major contribu-
tors to the frozen clam meat ex-
port trade to Japan. This achi-
evement has opened up the pos-
sibilities of hatchery production 
of this valuable resource. Fur-
ther work on rearing the larvae 
in the laboratory is in progress. 
Workshop on Marine Fisheries 
Research and Development in 
Tamil Nadu 
To identify and discuss the 
current problems of Marine Fish-
eries Research Development in 
Tamil Nadu, a workshop on Ma-
rine Fisheries R & D in Tamil 
Nadu was held in Madras during 
13 and 14 September. Similar 
workshop in Maharashtra was 
conducted during 25 and 26 
May. 
In this workshop organised 
by the State Fisheries Depart-
ment, Tamil Nadu and represen-
tatives of state Fisheries Depart-
ment, Tamil Nadu, Central Ma-
rine Fisheries Research Institute 
and other central institutes in-
cluding Central Institute of Fish-
eries Technology and Fishery 
Survey of India, Universities and 
retired personnel associated with 
the marine fisheries research 
and development in Tamil Nadu 
took part. Thirty three reports 
dealing with the relevant sub-
jects were presented in the 
workshop. 
The workshop recommenda-
tions have been made indi-
cating the specific role of 
each organisation in their fu-
ture programmes to meet the re-
quirements of marine fisheries 
R&D in the state. The proceed-
ings and recommendations of 
the workshop would be commu-
nicated to all concerned and also 
published by the CMFRI for ne-
cessary follow-up action. Simi-
lar workshops are planned to be 
held in the other maritime sta-
tes and Union Territories of In-
dia. 
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